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Toledo's Makeover: Glass City to Solar Valley 
Battered by Manufacturing Job Loss, Toledo Turns to Sun to Secure Solar Future 

In Toledo, once the glass-making capital of the country, most of the city's 

output over the years has gone into making everything from windshields to 

windows for cars and buildings.  

But as the auto and 

construction 

industries have 

declined, so too, 

has Toledo's manufacturing sector.  

For Glen Eason, a manufacturing 

worker, supplying the auto industry 

meant waiting for the ax to fall.  

"I've been scared to death for the past 

10 years, to tell you the truth," said 

Eason, a Toledo native and 30-year 

auto supply industry veteran.  

Marty Vick, 58, also spent 30 years 

working at an auto supplier, making 

seats and dashboards, only to see his 

job disappear. His company laid off 117 

people in January.  

"I never thought I'd see the day that GM, Ford and Chrysler would be at the brink of 

bankruptcy," Vick said.  

That has left entire cities, including Toledo, on the brink. With its smokestack industries dying 

out, Toledo saw the writing on the wall and did something about it.  

Watch the story tonight on "World News" at 6:30 p.m.  

By CHRIS BURY 
Dec. 17, 2008 
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Toledo, Ohio aims to be a center for alternative fuel initiatives. 
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To secure its future, Toledo, once known as the Glass City, embraced its past; Toledo is where 

glass was first mass-produced for bottles, buildings, and cars. Now, the city is turning those 

skills -- and that tradition -- to the sun.  

New solar energy-related businesses are taking hold in what city 

officials and local executives hope will become Ohio's "solar 

valley."  

"We didn't envision there would be some bailout of Toledo, so we 

had to do it ourselves," said Norm Johnston, CEO of Solar Fields, 

a solar startup company. "We want to move from being the 'rust 

belt' to being the 'renewable energy belt.'"  

Solar Fields is on the forefront of the fast-growing "green 

industry," supplying panels that help power a National Guard 

base. It is one of dozens of new companies in Toledo that now 

make rivers of glass into solar cells, panels and coatings.  

"Our goal is to create jobs. What we like and what our favorite 

color is -- is green. But it's the green of cash that gives you good jobs," Johnston said.  
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The only way to get people to buy cars (millions of people), is for states to enforce their pollution 
and safety laws. Letting over 50% of the population drive around in dilapidated unsafe junk, 
killing 42,000 a year, is criminal. If you can't afford to own a safe car, then you have to ride a 
bike, or use mass transport. It's the states and federal government who affect the supply side. 
Here in Oklahoma, you can drive a car with speed-tape (duct tape) holding your car together, 
broken windshields, plastic side windows, and no brakes. They just don't care. There is no safety 
or pollution inspections. It's a crime. That's why people don't buy new cars. They can get away 
with murder. Maybe it will be your kid next, who is splattered all over the highway. Just another 
body count. If 42,000 Marines died in Iraq we'd be up in arms, but 42,000 rubbed-out on asphalt 
is just a statistic. I like the positive message of this solar power story. 
edgy31 7:14 AM
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Toledo's Makeover: Glass City to Solar Valley 
Battered by Manufacturing Job Loss, Toledo Turns to Sun to Secure Solar Future 

Town Has 
Brighter 
Mission With 
Solar Power 
In Ohio's "solar 

valley," 10,000 new 

jobs have taken root. 

Companies, like Xunlight, founded by 

researchers at the University of Toledo, 

are growing fast, working with experts to 

manufacture solar products and hiring 

new employees to become "green collar" 

workers.  

"Last year, we grew 300 percent -- from 

20 employees to 80 employees today," 

said Xunming Deng, a physics professor-

turned CEO of Xunlight Corp.  

Executives hired from rust-belt companies, who are accustomed to downsizing, have a brighter 

mission in the solar business.  

"In the last position, it was about how do we get rid of people," said Matt Longthorne, vice 

president of Xunlight. "And in this position, it's how do we hire people and get bigger."  

Many of Xunlight's workers once made auto parts: everything from windshields to vinyl seats. 

Now they turn out thin, flexible solar modules that power homes and businesses.  

What Vick gave up in hourly wages working for an auto supplier, he's gained in a brighter future 

-- working in the solar industry, he has more job security than ever before.  

"This is really high tech, cutting edge for me," Vick said. "It's really, really challenging and I like 

it."  

Eason, who has also gone to a job in green technology, is enthusiastic, seeing his native 

Toledo switching gears. "Just to be part of something that's growing and something that's 

FONT SIZE     

EMAIL  

PRINT  

RSS  

DIGG  

SHARE  

6,000 new "green collar" jobs, have taken root in Ohio's 
solar valley, at new companies like Xunlight, where they 
are inventing ways to manufacture solar products. 
(ABC News)
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good for the planet and good for the people," Eason said. "Solar 

is going to be so immense. Solar is the new oil."  

Toledo is bailing itself out from the faded glory of the Glass City 

to the shiny promise of the Solar Valley.  

"You have all this wonderful energy that the sun is sending to us 

for free and we're devising ways to capture it and put it to use," 

Eason said. "In this area, we're in the forefront and everybody 

else is going to have to catch up with us."  
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The only way to get people to buy cars (millions of people), is for states to enforce their pollution 
and safety laws. Letting over 50% of the population drive around in dilapidated unsafe junk, 
killing 42,000 a year, is criminal. If you can't afford to own a safe car, then you have to ride a 
bike, or use mass transport. It's the states and federal government who affect the supply side. 
Here in Oklahoma, you can drive a car with speed-tape (duct tape) holding your car together, 
broken windshields, plastic side windows, and no brakes. They just don't care. There is no safety 
or pollution inspections. It's a crime. That's why people don't buy new cars. They can get away 
with murder. Maybe it will be your kid next, who is splattered all over the highway. Just another 
body count. If 42,000 Marines died in Iraq we'd be up in arms, but 42,000 rubbed-out on asphalt 
is just a statistic. I like the positive message of this solar power story. 
edgy31 7:14 AM

keep up the great work Toledo! It's great to see more areas looking into renewables and prove 
it's a great NEW market to work in! As more and more companies make the switch you will see an
increase in the amount of this technology making it to homes! I applaud your effort and hope 
areas around the nation do the same. Rob/28/nj 
rob99eclipse Dec-17 

|

 

What To Do With An Old Space Shuttle? 

Wildlife Groups Seek More Penguin Protection 

Apple's Jobs to Miss Macworld, but Why? 

Emergency Fix Issued for Browser Flaw 

PHOTOS: Horse Makes History With Longest Tail 

 RSS Feeds 

 Podcasts 

 E-mail Newsletters 

 ABC News Mobile 

Viewed Commented Emailed

Most Popular  

Real? Top Ten 'Yuppie' Health Conditions

House Arrest for Madoff in $7 Million Apartment

4.5%? Borrowers Rushing to Refinance

WATCH: Bush Dodges Shoes, Shrugs It Off

WATCH: Why Is Hasselbeck 'Miffed' at Bush?

WATCH: Madoff Pushed by Photographer

PHOTOS: Rumer Willis Sports New Tattoo

PHOTOS: 2008's Most Shocking News

PHOTOS: Horse Makes History With Longest Tail

More Popular News »

ADVERTISER LINK 
The New York Times 
Get home delivery of The New York Times for as low as $3.15 

Slideshows      

Top Stories      

ABC News to Go 

 

PHOTOS: Hubble 
Captures 
Stunning Views 
of Mammoth 
Stars

 

PHOTOS: Arrow 
Lodged in Boy's 
Skull

 

PHOTOS: White 
Lion Cubs Paw 
Their Way Into 
Spotlight 

 

Credit Card Rule 
Changes May 
Bring Relief, 
Clarity

 

4.5%? Borrowers 
Rushing to 
Refinance

 

Obama Mulls 
$850 Billion 
Stimulus Plan

Page 2 of 3ABC News: Toledo's Makeover: Glass City to Solar Valley

12/18/2008http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/JustOneThing/Story?id=6475809&page=2




